MARINER VENUS / MERCURY 197
STATUS BULLETIN

Mariner 10 to take Pictures of
Pleiades Cluster

Enroute to Venus and Mercury, Mariner 10 took this picture of the northeastern part of the Moon
on November 3. The dark area near the center of the picture is Mare Humboldtianum (about 200 kilom-
eters or 125 miles in diameter) in the densely cratered highlands. The bright streaks are crater rays. This
picture is one of many which make a mosaic of the entire illuminated portion of the Moon. Many of the
pictures of Mercury are expected to be of much higher resolution. The spacecraft took this picture at a
distance of about 110,000 kilometers (70,000 miies). Mariner 10 will take Mercury photos from as close
as 5,000 kilometers (3,300 miles).
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