
MARINER VENUS / MERCURY 1973
STATUS BULLETIN

MARINER VENUS/MERCURY 1973 PROJECT  OFFICE
Jet Propulsion Labratory  California Institute of Technology
National Areonautics and Space Administration 
Pasadena, California

5 February 1974

BULLETIN NO. 17

MARINER 10 PROBES
RIDLE OF EARTH'S
SISTER PLANET - VENUS

Mariner 10's television cameras took this first wide-angie picture of Venus at 9:49 a.m. PDT on Feb-
ruary 5, 1974. The photo shows the lighted cusp of Venus at the North Pole. Mariner 10 was approach-
ing Venus from the night side at more than 20,000 miles per hour. The picture was taken from about
5000 miles. Twelve minutes later, Mariner made its closest approach to the surface at an altitude of
about 3600 miles.


