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Preliminary Science Results
of Venus Encounter

         This ultraviolet picture of Venus was taken by Mariner 10's television cameras on February 6 from a
range of 490,000 miles. The dark features toward the top are part of a dark belt in the Venus clouds over
the equatorial region of the planet. Detail within this belt shows rising and descending air currents typical
of convection on Earth. To the south of the belt are spiral-like streaks suggesting uniform flow around
the planet toward the pole. This photo has received preliminary enhancement by the Image Processing
Laboratory at JPL. Further enhancement will remove the dark dots, created by a pattern on the camera's
vidicon tube face for geometric calibration.


