MARINER VENUS / MERCURY 197
STATUS BULLETIN

FIRST FAR ENCOUNTER
PHOTOS OF MERCURY
BY MARINER 10

This computer enhanced Mariner 10 photograph of the planet Mercury was taken March 24, 1974 from a
distance of 2,700,000 miles. The picture of the partially illuminated disc reveals a prominent bright area
of unknown origin about 250 miles in diameter which has never been seen before in telescopic
photographs from Earth. Additional photographs of this area will be obtained in succeeding days with
higher resolution as the spacecraft approaches its point of closest approach to the planet on March 29.
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