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STATUS BULLETIN

MERCURY ENCOUNTER
SEQUENCES

This computer-enhanced and enlarged picture of Mercury was taken by Mariner 10 on March 25 at a
distance of 3.5 million kilometers (2,190,000 miles). At this resolution, the surface shows a mottled
texture suggestive of a heavily cratered surface similar to the lunar highlands. The large bright area near
the left edge of the planet is about 480 kilometers (300 miles) in diameter. It is undetermined as yet
whether the feature is a protrusion or a depression. Higher resolution pictures will be taken during the
next few days enroute to Mariner 10's close encounter with Mercury on March 29. The notch in the limb
of planet is not a physical feature, but is one dark dot in a pattern of dots on face of camera's vidicon
tube. The dots are used for geometric calibration. North is at top and the illuminated side of Mercury is
to the left.
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