MARINER VENUS / MERCURY 1973
STATUS BULLETIN

MERCURY ENCOUNTER -
PRELIMINARY
SCIENTIFIC RESULTS

This photomosaic of Mercury was constructed of 18 photos taken at 42-second intervals by Mariner 10
six hours after the spacecraft flew past the planet on March 29. The north pole is at the top and the
equator extends from left to right about two-thirds down from the top. A large circular basin, about
1300 kilometers (800 miles) in diameter, is emerging from the day-night terminator at left center. Bright
rayed craters are prominent in this view of Mercury. One such ray seems to join in both east-west and
north-south directions. Taken from a distance of about 210,000 kilometers (130,000 miles), the pictures
were computer-enhanced at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
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