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Fig. 1. (a) Photomosaic of Mercury made from nine computer-enhanced pictures taken at 234,000 km, 6 hours before
closest approach to the planet. North is at the top, and the Sun's illumination is from the left. The evening terminator is at
about 20  W longitude, and the bright limb is at 110  W longitude. This part of Mercury is heavily cratered, the craters
ranging in size up to almost 200 km. Apparently the freshest craters are those with bright rays, for example, the bright
crater (diameter about 40 km) near the center of the picture. This picture and (b) show the whole of the illuminated
portion of the planet; adjoining areas lie along the bright limb of both pictures. (b) Twelve computer-enhanced pictures
taken at 210,000 km 5 1/2 hours after closest approach form this photomosaic. Half of a 1300-km multiringed basin appears
near the center of the disk on the terminator. The inner portion and parts of the surrounding area are relatively poorly
cratered plains materials similar in aspect to the lunar mare units. Several craters with bright rays are evident; a bright ray
pattern, which appears to connect several young craters, forms a smooth hyperbolic curve. The North Pole is at the top,
and the Equator extends from left to right about two-thirds of the way down the photo. The bright limb is at 110°W, and
the terminator is at 200°W.
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